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SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

First United 
Church of 
Christ 
GARRISON, NORTH DAKOTA 

  Anniversaries 

Sept. 4              Mike & Jill Gackle 
Sept. 11 Wally & Carlotta Wretling 
Sept. 15 Jim & Marilyn Engel 
Sept. 24 Tom & Diane Conklin 
Sept. 28 David & Jodi Mautz 

  Birthdays 

Sept. 2              Linda Sayler 
Sept. 9              Michael Rudolph 
Sept. 10 Ted Seidler 
  Gralin Steinwand 
Sept. 11 Jeremy Andrews 
Sept. 12 Shaunda Schmitcke 
Sept. 13 Tom Delzer 
Sept. 17 Doris Steinwand 
Sept. 20 Kerry Fetzer 
Sept. 25 Merna Delzer 
Sept. 26 Alex Steinwand 
Sept. 28 Nolan Heinzen 
  Sadie Majeres 

 

 

  WEDNESDAYS AT 3:15 P.M. 

It is time for Kid’s Club!  We had six children from our church and six 
community members at the first meeting! We will meet mostly every 
Wednesday throughout the school year.  If we are not meeting, we will 
be sure to tell you.  If you are not getting the REMIND me messages let 
Janis know.  It will be the main way we communicate this year.  We will 
not meet on early dismissal days; weather days, etc.  Bring a friend! 
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Faithfully Serving 
COMMUNION SCHEDULE 
Jan-Apr-Jul-Oct 

Chrissy Lyle and Stacy Majeres 
Feb-May-Aug-Nov 

Pam Bauch and Mary Bousson 
Mar-Jun-Sep-Dec 

Linda Brunsell and Arlene Gehring 
 

USHERS 
Jan-Apr-Jul-Oct 

Glen Nygard and Ward Heinzen 
Feb-May-Aug-Nov 

Graling Steinwand and Mike Gackle 
Mar-Jun-Sep-Dec 

Roger Roise and Jeremy Andrews 
 

  CCM Corner  

 

Greetings from your staff at CCM!  Thank you again for your kindness and support as we continue to serve 
together.  We are truly a part of your family and we really appreciate that.  It is a joy to serve along with you 
during your struggles and joys.  Thank you for trusting us. 

CCM is excited to share with you that we have 
filled the opening on our staff.  Kevin Lien has 
accepted the program manager position and 
will join us soon.  Kevin will be a part of our 
team that supports First Congregational, UCC 
in our ministry together.  More info on Kevin 
as he makes his way to Garrison. 

Hey 6th-12th graders!  The UCC FALL YOUTH 
RALLY 2018 will be at Camp of the Cross this 
year!  It will be October 18-20!  It is during 
your fall break!  Won’t you join this event with 
Janis!?!?  See him for questions and to sign 
up!  The church will help with registration 
costs! 
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FARMER’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, bless the land You’ve given me, 
And may I always know 

As I tend each crop and creature 
You’re the One who helps them grow. 

Grant me the strength and wisdom 
Please protect me from harm, 

And You for your gracious gift – the blessing of my farm. 
AMEN! 

SHARE  
WITH  

US! 

 

Volunteers needed: 

Scripture Readers 

Serving Coffee 

Scrape/Paint Crew 
(East Windows and Door) 

  ON THE CALENDAR 

Sept. 26 – Northwest Circle, 7 p.m. at church, 

                   meeting and crafts 

Oct. 14 – Harvest Mission Festival 

Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day 

Nov. 18 – Thanksgiving Sunday &  Hanging of the Greens 

Nov. 25 to Dec. 23 –Season of Advent  
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HOLDING ON TO HOPE IN YOUR SMALL CHURCH 
DON'T LOSE HEART BY PLAYING A NUMBERS GAME 

Exerpts from a story written by Lee Warren 

MINISTER TO INDIVIDUALS 
Linda Carlblom works in the Lakeshore Bible Church children's ministry in Tempe, Arizona. About 70 people attend 
worship each week.  

"Minister to individuals, not to the masses," she said. "Your church may never be any bigger than it is today, but an 
individual's life may be changed forever because you took the time to care." 

It's a lesson that may seem counter-cultural, given the notoriety, the number of baptisms, and the inherent ability 
megachurches have to reach the masses. But the truth is, most people who attend church on any given Sunday do so 
in churches with under 200 members. 

According to a Barna Research Group study conducted in 2009 called "How Faith Varies by Size," only 9 percent of 
adults who frequent a Protestant church attend a megachurch. 

"In contrast, 41 percent of adults attending a Protestant church associate with a congregation of 100 or fewer adults," 
says a summary of the study on the Barna website. "An additional 23 percent can be found at churches of 101 to 200 
adults, 18 percent associate with bodies of 201 to 499 adults, and 9 percent can be found in churches of 500 to 999 
adults." 

So, 64 percent of people who attend Protestant 
churches attend churches of 200 or fewer adults. That 
leaves plenty of opportunities to minister to the next 
person who walks through the door. 

CONCENTRATE ON SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH 
While it is easy for people in small churches to get 
discouraged when looking at the huge attendance 
numbers at megachurches, one believer who helped 
start a small church in north central Iowa points out that 
growth isn't always about numbers. 

"Everyone's goal was the same—to reap the benefits of 
God's Word and grow spiritually," said Eldon Lindsay, 
one of 20 people who started the church in his 
hometown. 

They invested in each other's lives while meeting in one of the members' basement for worship. They didn't have the 
money to purchase a building, but that was fine. As time passed, the church grew and the funding grew as well. More 
than a decade later, that same church has more than 100 members, active youth and young adult programs, and a 
full-sized contemporary worship band. 

Spiritual growth led to spiritual vitality, which, in this church's case, led to population growth. Embracing the 
importance of spiritual growth freed up the members to invest heavily into each other's spiritual lives. God took care of 
the rest the way he saw fit. 

 

BE A LIGHT 

Jesus expressed how powerful the church was when he 
told Peter that it is the institution authorized by God to 
beat back the advances of hell. Jesus put it this way, "On 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18 ESV). 

Regardless of whether you are in a big church or a small 
one, if your church fears God and is seeking to obey 
Jesus, then the Spirit of God is at work, overcoming 
darkness with light. Hold on to that truth as you seek to 
minister to others in his name through your local church 
body. And don't lose heart by playing a numbers game. 

WE'RE ALL ON THE SAME SIDE. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A18
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